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and A. P. Herbert's " Blue Peter " we got seats in the front
row and too near. But even then the words could not be well
heard owing to bad elocution. Aveling, the registrar, clutched
on to me ; he began on highbrows. He said the students were
all perfectly mad on (what he called) highbrow music. Never
talked about anything else. Evidently he resented it. I sup-
pose he meant all the post-Brahms composers. I must say the
Dickens Opera was stuffed with cleverness (D, Martin Wood,
composer), not modern but damned ingenious and graceful. It
really held both Duff and myself.

Saturday, February i6th.

J. B. Priestley's article on me in London Mercury for February.
After quoting from " The Authors Craft " :

" With the single exception of Turgenev the great novelists
of the world, according to my standards, have either ignored
technique or have failed to understand it. What an error to
suppose that the finest foreign novels show a better sense of
form than the finest English novels ! "

He goes on himself:

" What an error indeed ! The fact is, of course, that the art
of fiction as practised by the great novelists i$ technique, and
any other ' technique ' is either some inferior method or a mere
catch-phrase of the pontifical critic."

This is a bit thick. It is easy to show where very many of
the great novels fail in technique (" Anna Karenina *', e.g.) and
where they could have been improved if the author had had the
advantages of Flaubert, de Maupassant, orevenTchekoff. They
are great in spite of carelessness, and their carelessness is often
notorious. I thank heaven I have always gone in for technique.
And "The Pretty Lady " and " Riceyman Steps " are both, in
my opinion, jolly well constructed and done books.

Monday, February
At Harold Snagge's yesterday and day before. Basil Lubbock
(author of " Round the Horn before the Mast ") told various of
his adventures in two wars and in Klondyke and as a seaman*
He said, and repeated, that he had met only one or two British
cowards. Practically everybody was brave in danger- He ex-
pected shell-shock, and also 'panic' affecting a number of
people together,
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